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The Qualifications & Credit Framework (QCF) in context, by David Tournay 
(This applies to England, Wales and Northern Ireland) 

          Vocational Focus     Academic Focus 

European 

Qualifications 

Framework 

 Old NVQ 

Framework – 

(no longer in 

use) 

Qualifications 

& Credit 

Framework 

 Professional  

Status* or 

Qualifications 

Higher Education 

Framework 

8  8  8 -  Doctorates 

7  

5 

7  7 ACR (Icon)* Masters Degrees 

6  6  6 - IHBC 

Membership* 

BA/BSc 

PGCE 

Graduate Diplomas 

 5  5 Foundation Degree 
       (vocational focus too) 

Diploma in Higher 

Education (DipHE) 

HND 
5 

 

 

 

 

4 

4  4 HNC 

CertHE 

4  3 3  3 - Icon CTQ  

3  2 2   

2  1 1   

1   Entry 3   

  Entry 2   

 

 

Entry 1    
    

 

ABC Practical, 

Environmental and 
Conservation Skills 

BTEC Level 3 

Diploma in 

Countryside 

Management 

Foundation Degree: 

Environmental 

Conservation – Writtle 

College 

BA 

Archaeology 

and Heritage 

Studies – 

University of 

Worcester 

EAL Level 2 Diploma 

(NVQ) Marine 

Engineering 

Lantra Level 1 

Certificate in Dry 

Stone Walling 
NVQ Level 3 

Heritage Skills** 

Notes: EDI – EDI Awarding Body 

ABC – Awarding Body Consortium 

EAL – EAL Awarding Body 

**NVQs have technically been replaced 
by QCF qualifications, although the name 
NVQ is still frequently used 

EDI Level 3 

Certificate in 

Archaeological 

Practice 

Masters 

Degree, 

Museum 

Studies –  

University of 

Leicester 

EDI Level 5 

Diploma in 

Cultural 

Heritage 
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Progression levels in the heritage sector: case study in conservation by Stan Lester 

E, W & NI 

framework 

level 

Example 

qualifications 

            

 

level 7 

 

MA/MSc 

            

 

level 6 

 

BA/BSc 

            

 

level 5 

 

FD 

HND 

 

 

 

           

 

level 4 

 

CertHE 

 

            

level 3 

(EQF 4) 

ND 

GCE/VCE A-

level 

 
           

level 2 

(EQF 3) 

 

GCSE 

 
           

Key 

• Progression upwards indicates academic and professional level, i.e. level of thinking, reflection, analysis, complexity, breadth / depth, decision-making and responsibility.   

• Progression to the right across the shaded boxes indicates exposure to practical experience at the relevant level(s).  Each box might be taken as approximately a year of relevant experience. 

• The nature of experience at any level will vary depending on entry-route, e.g. a new entrant from a full-time course is likely at first to be working below the level indicated.   

• At levels 5-8, EQF levels are the same as those shown (EW&NI level 4 can be regarded as a ‘sub-level’ of EQF level 5).  

 

Accredited Conservator (full professional) 

ACR status 

 conservation 

master’s degree 

 relevant foundation 

degree or HND 

school leaver 

with GCSEs 

 conservation 

honours degree 

 relevant ND or   

craft training 

Associate Professional 

recognition of progression (no qualification) 

Icon Conservation Technician Qualification 

or QCF Level 3 Diploma 


